If newly opened it may not contain microorganisms ; but when it has been repeatedly exposed to the air, and possibly has been used scores of times, it will be found a veritable culture-medium for bacteria." Creolin is mentioned as "the only lubricant which should be allowed in the lying-in room, unless the physician prefers to use sterilised oil."
As the best means of inducing premature labour, dilatation of the cervix is advocated. A strip of sterilised gauze is, by the means of forceps, carried into the cervix up to, but not beyond, the internal os, and the cervical canal is then packed full. Contractions are usually excited within ten to twentyfour hours, and thereafter the labour is allowed to progress towards its natural termination. 
